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andtheseasonalrainsthathavebegunfalling 

ineasternEthiopiaandSomaliacouldimprove
SITREP.04.03

breedingconditionsduringtheforecastperiod.

However,significantlocustactivitiesarenot

expected.


A SITUATION REPORT ON

EM ERGENCY TRANSBOUNDARY 
 4.W iththeexceptionofafew isolatedadults 

OUTBREAK PESTS (ETOPS)FOR thatwereseeninthewesterncoastsand 


APRIL W ITH  A FORECAST TILL M ID ­ 
 adjacentareasinPakistan,nolocustswere 

JUNE,2003 reportedfrom theEasternOutbreakRegion.


Unfavorablebreedingconditionspersistedin 

Aprilmostofthespringbreedingareasinthis 


SUM M ARY
 regionandsignificantlocustactivitiesarenot

expectedduringtheforecastperiod.


1.Sum m ary:  Thisreportprovidesanupdate 

onthesituationofemergencytransboundary 
 OTHER LOCUSTS AND 

outbreakpests(ETOPs)inAprilinAfrica,the
 GRASSHOPPERS.

M iddle-East,CentralandSouthwestAsia,and 

LatinAmerica.KeyETOPs,including 5.Red locusts,Nomadacrisseptemfasciata

locusts,grasshoppers,armyworm andgrain- (Surville): Theredlocustinfestationsthat

eatingred-billedQueleabirdsarecoveredby werereportedearlierinIku-Kataviand 

thereport.A briefoverview ofthecurrent W embereoutbreakareas,Tanzaniasubsided.

statusofeachofthesepestsisoutlinedinthe Grassburningthatisexpectedtocommencein 

remainderofthissummarywithdetailed Junewilllikelyforcethelocuststocongregate 

accountsandasix-weekforecastprovided inafew patchesofgreenvegetationintheIku­

thereafter.
 KataviandW embereoutbreakareaswhere 


smallswarmsmaybeformed.Thesituationin 

DESERT LOCUST,SCHISTOCERCA


GREGARIA (FORSKAL)


2.Desertlocusts,Schistocercagregaria

(Forskal).Asaresultofunfavorable 


theotheroutbreakareasremainedrelatively 

calm inAprilandwilllikelyremainsoduring 

theforecastperiod.Thesituationthatwas

reportedearlierinM adagascarhascooledoff.

Onlylow densitypopulationsweresitedinthe


environmentalconditionsthatpersistedduring mid-westernandnorth-westernpartsofthe

thereportingmonth,thelocustsituation country.Itislikelythatlocustnumberswil
l
remainedfairlycalm inmostoftheinvasion 
 remainlow withlimitedactivitiesseenina 

areasinwesternandnorthwesternAfrica.A 
 few placesduringtheforecastperiod.

few scatteredsolitaryadultswereseenin Nevertheless,routinesurveyandmonitoring

M oroccoandNiger.Significantdevelopments arerecommendedtoavoidanysurprises.

arenotlikelyduringtheforecastperiod.


6.M adagascarm igratorylocust,Locusta

3.NolocustswerereportedintheGreater migratoriacapito(L.). Noreportwas

HornofAfricaandtheArabianPeninsulain 
 receivedonthemigratorylocustin 

April.ThegoodrainsthatfellontheRedSea M adagascarinApril.W ithecological

coastsofSaudiArabia,theinteriorofOman conditionsremainingrelativelydry,itislikely 
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thatlocustactivitieswillremaincalm during 

theforecastperiod.


7.SomeZonocerusvariegatus(L)activities

werereportedinNiororegion,Senegal.No

reportswerereceivedontheAfrican

M igratoryLocust,Locustamigratoria

migratorioides(L.),treelocust,Anacridium

melanorhodon (W alker),theSenegalese 

grasshopper,Oedaleussenegalensis(Krauss)

orbrownlocust,Locustanapardalina

(W alker).Itislikelythatthelocustsituation 

willremaincalm duringtheforecastperiod 

unlessecologicalconditionsimprove.


8.M oroccanlocust,Dociostaurus

maroccanus(Thunberg)andItalian locust,

Calliptamusitalicus(L).W idespread 

hatchingsoftheItalian locustoccurred in 

Sam angana,Kunduz,and Balkh,

Afghanistan in lateM arch and earlyApril.

Hopperswereobserved in m ostofthe

outbreak regionsbelow 800m eters(2400 

feet)altitude.Hatchingm ighthavealso

started in thehighergroundsin Nahri,

Butkaand JurgadistrictsofBaghlan

province. Deltam ethrin,NurelleD and 

diflubenzuron (an insectgrowth disruptor)

wereused tocontrolthepest.Unm arked

m inesin m ostoftheinfested areasin 

Khanabad,Kunduzprovincem akeit

difficulttoim plem entsurveyand control

efforts. Locustactivitieswerereported in 

Pyanch,Tajikistan in earlyApril.The

UN/FAO approved aTechnicalCooperation

Program totheGoT tosupporttrainingas

wellaschem icaland m echanicalcontrol.

Thereisalikelihoodofincreasedlocust

activities,whichcouldthreatencropsinthese

areasduringtheforecastperiod.Active

survey,monitoring,andearlyinterventions

usingthemostappropriateandsafemethods

willbeessentialtoavertanysignificantcrop 

loss.


9.Arm yworm ,Spodopteraexempta

(W alker). A latereportindicatedthat

armyworm infestationswereseen30haof

maizecropsonFebruary19inNandiDistrict,

Kenya.Thebirdswerecontrolledbyfarmers 

withthehelpoftheDistrictM oA.Armyworm 

activitieswerenotreportedinAprilfrom the

otherIRLCO-CSA orDLCO-EA member

countries.W iththeonsetofthespringrainsin 

KenyaandnorthernTanzania,thereisalikely-

hoodofarmyworm invasionsduringthe

forecastperiod.


10.Red-billed quelea,Queleaquelea(L.).

InApril,Queleabirdswereseenand 

controlledincerealcropsinDododma,M beya,

M anyara,andSingidaRegionsofTanzania.

Controloperationswerecarriedoutbythe

M oA  withDLCO-EA’ssprayaircraft.A total

of46roostsweretreatedonover1,100hawith 

some2,400litersofavicides.Small-scale

infestationswerealsoreportedonirrigatedrice 

fieldsinTanaRiverDistrict,Kenya.Quelea 

infestationswerenotreportedfrom theother

DLCO-EA orIRLCO-CSA membercountries.

Itislikelythatthesebirdscouldcontinue

causingaproblem tocerealcropsinthe

traditionaloutbreakareasinTanzania,Kenya,

andothercountriesduringtheforecastperiod.

Surveyandmonitoringareessentialtoavert

anydamage.EndofSummary.


ENVIRONM ENTAL SITUATION:

W EATHER AND ECOLOGICAL


CONDITIONS


11. A few lightshowersfellinmid-April

southofAgadez.Patchesofgreenvegetation 

wereseeninafew placesinAir,Nigerand 

northernM ali.Othercountriesinthewestern 

andnorthwesterndesertlocustoutbreakareas

remainedfairlydryinAprilwithnosignificant

precipitationrecorded.


2 



AELGA OFDA M ay8,2003


12.M edium toheavyrainswererecorded 

between15-22Aprilinthesummerbreeding 

areasontheRedSeacoastsofSaudiArabia 

andYemen,theinteriorofYemen,UAE,and

theinteriorofOman.Seasonalrainscontinued 

tofallineasternEthiopiafrom DireDawato 

Jijiga,andnorthernSomaliawhereconditions

areexpectedtoimproveduringtheforecast

period.GoodrainswererecordedinDjibouti

14-25Aprilasaresultofwhichbreeding 

conditionbegantoimprove.Lightshowers 

werealsoreportedinafew placesinEritrea.

Conditionsmaystartimprovinginareasof

recentrainfall.


13.ThespringbreedingareasinBaluchistan

andPasniintheEasternRegionreceivedlight

raininAprilandpatchesofgreenvegetation 

wereseeninafew placesintheoutbreakareas

inthenorthandthecoastalareas.Therestof

theoutbreakareasremainedfairlydryand 

unfavorable.


14.M ostoftheSouthernAfricaDevelopment

Community(SADC)regionreceivedlightto 

moderateraininM arch.Someareasinthis 

region,includingwesternBotswana,Namibia,

easternandwesternSouthAfrica,southern 

M ozambique,Lesothoandextremenorthern 

Tanzaniareceivednormaltoabovenormal

rain(upto150mm)inmidtolateApril.

Othercountriesintheregionreceivedbelow

normalornorainduringtheseconddekad(10 

days)ofApril.


DESERT LOCUST ACTIVITIES


15.W estern and Northwestern Africa

Outbreak Region: Isolatedimmatureand 

matureadultswereseeninnorth-centralNiger.

A few isolatedadultswerealsositedin 

northeasternM orocco.Thelocustsituation 

remainedfairlycalm inmostofthewestern

andnorthwesternoutbreakareas.Nolocusts 


werereportedfrom Libya,Chad,Senegal,

BurkinaFaso,CapeVerde,Gambia,Guinea 

Bissau,andGuineaConakryinApril.


16.Forecast: Locustnumberswillcontinueto 

declineduringtheforecastperiod.Onlyafew

isolatedadultsmaybeseeninareasofgreen

vegetationinNiger,M ali,M auritania,and 

Algeria.Thesituationwillremainrelatively 

calm intheothercountriesduringtheforecast

period


17.Eastern Africa,Northeastern Africa,

and theNearEastOutbreak Region:

Locustswerenotseenduringthesurveysthat

werecarriedoutinanumberofcountriesin 

theCentralRegionoutbreakareasinApril.


18.Forecast: Asvegetationcontinuestodry 

upintheRedSeascoastalplainsandthe

hinterlandinSudan,thelocustnumberswil
l
continuetodecline.A few isolatedadultsmay

beseeninafew placesalongtheRedSea 

coastalplainsinSudan,SomaliaandSaudi

Arabia.


19.Eastern Outbreak Region: Nolocusts 

wereseenduringthejointcross-border

surveysthatwerecarriedoutinAprilbyIran

andPakistan.Desertlocustswerenotreported

from AfghanistanorIndiainApril.


20. Forecast: Itispossiblethatafew adults 

mybepresentandpersist,however,significant

activitiesarenotexpectedduringtheforecast

period.


OTHER LOCUST AND GRASSHOPPER

ACTIVITIES


21. M oroccanlocust,Dociostaurus

maroccanus(Thunberg)andItalian locust,

Calliptamusitalicus(L).W idespread 

hatchingsoftheItalian locustoccurred in 
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thenorthern and northeastern partsof

Afghanistan,includingSam angana,

Kunduz,and Balkh areasin lateM arch and 

earlyApril. Hopperswereobserved in 

m ostoftheregionsbelow 800m eters(2400 

feet)altitude.Hatchingm ighthavealso

begun in higheraltitudeareasin Nahri,

Butkaand JurgadistrictsofBaghlan

province.M ostofthehatchingoccurred in 

therivervalleys.Controloperationswere 

im plem ented usingvehiclem ounted aswel
l
asbackpack sprayersusingdeltam ethrin,

NurelleD (acocktailpesticide)and 

diflubenzuron (an insectgrowth disruptor).

Activeand voluntarycom m unity 

participationsin thecontroloperations

werewitnessed in m ostoftheoutbreak

areas. M ostoftheinfested areasin 

Khanabad,Kunduzprovincecontain 

unm arked m ineswhich m akesurveyand 

controleffortsdifficulttoim plem ent.

Locustactivitieswerealsoreported in 

Pyanch,Tajikistan in earlyApril.The

UN/FAO approved aTechnicalCooperation

Program in February2003toprovide

trainingaswellassupportchem icaland 

m echanicalcontroloperations.


22. Forecast: Itislikelythatnumbersof

locustswillincreaseduringtheforecastperiod 

andbeginthreateningcrops,ifearly 

interventionisnotimplementedinthe

outbreakareas.Increasedactivitiesmaybe

seeninsomeoftheareasintheseregions.

Vigilantsurvey,monitoring,andearly 

interventionusingthemostappropriateand 

safetoolswillbeessentialtoavertanymajor

croplossthatcouldoccurasaresultof

invasionsbythispest.


23. Latin Am ericaand theCaribbean

(LAC).Noreportswerereceivedonlocusts 

orgrasshoppersinLAC countriesinApril.


24. Forecast.Nosignificantdevelopments 

areexpectedduringtheforecastperiod.

25. Red locust,N.septemfasciata(Surville).

Locustpopulationsthatwerereportedearlier

inIku-KataviandW embereoutbreakareas,

Tanzaniasubsidesmainlyduetothe

unfavorabledryconditionsthatprevailedin 

mostpartsofthecountry.Thelocustsituation 

intheotheroutbreakareasalsoremained 

relativelycalm inApril.Nolocustswere 

reportedinAprilinBuzi-Gorongosa,

M ozambique,LakeChilwaPlains,M alawi,

M weruwaNtipa,Zambia,andLakeRukwa

andM alagarasi,Tanzania.Grassburningthat

isexpectedtocommenceinJunewilllikely 

forcethelocuststocongregateinafew

patchesofgreenvegetationintheIku-Katavi

andW embereoutbreakareaswheresmal
l
swarmsmaybeformedduringtheforecast

periodandorafter.Otherareaswilllikely 

remainrelativelycalm.Theredlocust

situationinM adagascarthatwasreported

earlierhascooledoff.Onlylow density 

populationswereseeninthemid-westernand

north-westernpartsofthecountry.


26.Forecast: Overall,locustactivitieswil
l
probablybereducedinmostoftheoutbreak

areasduringtheforecastperiodduetothe

onsetofthedryseason.Significantlocust

activitiesarenotexpectedduringtheforecast

period.However,someincreaseinnumberof

locustsmaybeseeninafew pocketsofgreen

vegetation.Vigilantsurveillanceand 

monitoringarerequired.


27.M adagascarm igratorylocust,L.

migratoriacapito(L.). Noreportswere 

receivedontheM adagascarmigratorylocust

inApril.W ithbreedingconditionsremaining 

relativelydry,itisunlikelythatlocust

activitieswillremainminimized.However,

surveyandmonitoringarerecommended 

duringtheforecastperiod.
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28. Brown locust,L.pardalina(W alker):

Brownlocustactivitiescontinuedtobecalm in 

thetraditionaloutbreakregionsintheKaroo 

regionsinNamibiaSouthAfrica.Unless,rain 

fallsintheseareas,thesituationwillnot

changeduringtheforecastperiod.


ARM YW ORM ACTIVITIES


29. Arm yworm ,S.exem pta(W alker).

A latereportindicatedthatarmyworm 

infestationswereobservedonFebruary19on 

30haofmaizeplantsinNandiDistrict,Kenya.

Thepestswerecontrolledbyfarmerswiththe

helpoftheDistrictM oA.Noarmyworm 

activitieswerereportedfrom otherIRLCO-

CSA orDLCO-EA membercountries.No

armyworm activitieswerereportedforApril.


30. Forecast: W iththeonsetofthespring 

rainsinKenyaandnorthernTanzania,thereis 

alikelihoodofincreasedarmyworm activities

duringtheforecastperiod.Thepestmayalso

beseeninEthiopia,Ugandaandothergreat

lakescountries.


QUELEA BIRD ACTIVITIES


31.Red-billed quelea,Q.quelea(L).

InApril,twoDLCO-EA aircraftsprayeda 

totalof29roostsinDodoma,sixroostsin 

M beyaand13roostsinSingidaandM anyara 

regions,Tanzaniaonover1,500hawithsome

3,000litersofavicides.Cropssavedwere 

millet,sorghum,andrice.Small-scattered

populationsofQueleabirdswerereportedin 

TanaRiverDistrict,wherecurrently600acres

areunderirrigatedriceinGarsenarea.

M onitoringisunderwayandnumberofbirds

isexpectedtoincreasewiththecropreaching 

maturity.Queleainfestationswerenotreported

from theotherDLCO-EA orIRLCO-CSA

membercountries.


32. Forecast: Queleabreedingand 

infestationsarelikelytocontinueinKenya,

Tanzania,Botswana,Namibia,M ozambique,

SouthAfricaandZimbabweandcould 

threatenirrigatedcrops.Activesurveyand 

monitoringareessentialtoavertanysuch

damage.


RECOM M ENDATIONS


33. Duringthereportingmonth,onlyafew of

theETOP outbreaks,mainlyqueleabirds,

warrantedsubstantialcontrolefforts,however,

hadthesebeenleftunaddressed,theycould 

haveincreasedtolevelsthatposeserious

threatstocropsandpasture.Itisevidentthata 

minimum shiftinthebalanceofsubsistence 

productionsystem,cansignificantlyaffectthe

alreadyprecariousfoodsecurityinmostofthe

ETOP outbreakareas.Therefore,itis 

importantthatregularmonitoring,surveillance 

andreportingaremaintainedandresults 

communicatedpromptlytotheappropriate 

bodieswithinthenational,regionaland 

internationalstructures.


Note: Theend ofthecurrentdrought

and/ordryspellin Southern Africaand 

otheroutbreak regionswould likelytrigger 

seriousETOP developm entsin m ostof

theseareasand could lead tom assive

infestationsand subsequentcrop dam age.

Therefore,regularsurvey,m onitoring,and 

reportingarehighlyrecom m ended toavert

anysuch invasions.


ACTION REQUESTED AND CONTACT

INFORM ATION


34.TheAfricaEmergencyLocust/

GrasshopperAssistance(AELGA)project,

previouslymanagedbytheUSAID’sBureau

forAfrica(AFR),hasbeentransferredtothe

BureauforDemocracy,Conflictand 
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HumanitarianAssistance(DCHA)andisbeing 

managedbytheOfficeforUS Foreign 

DisasterAssistance(OFDA).AELGA 

continuoustoworkcloselywiththeUN Food 

andAgricultureOrganization’sM igratoryPest

Unitandotherentities,USAID bilateraland 

regionalmissions,DLCO-EA,IRLOC-CSA,

hostcountryministries,andresearch

establishments,andSouthernAfrica 

DevelopmentCommunityDroughtM onitoring 

Center(SADC/DM C).InformationonETOPs

isregularlycollectedfrom theseandother

entities,includingtheInformationCorefor

SouthernAfricaM igratoryPests(ICOSAM P)

tocontinuouslymonitorandanalyzethe

potentialrisksforlarge-scaleemergency 

outbreaks,andcompileanddisseminateas

[AELGA]SITREPS toallinterestedparties.

Unsolicitedreportsorinformationabout

ETOP situationsandactivitiesinyourregion 

orcountryarealwayswarmlywelcomeand 

muchappreciated.


35. M issionswith program sand portfolios

on food security,agriculture,environm ent

and related activitiesaresolicited to 

encouragetheirhostcountrycounterparts 

tosend usregularupdateson ETOP

activitiesasoften aspossible. FEW S field 

personnelarealsosolicited tosend usany 

inform ation theym aysecureon ETOP

activitiesin theircountriesand/orregionsof

responsibility.Regionalorganizationswith 

ETOPS m andateand hostcountrypartners

arekindlyrequested toforward their 

reportsbythelastdayofthereporting

m onth orwithin thefirstthreedaysofthe

forecastingm onths.Please,forward

reports,inform ation,questions,and/or

requeststo 

Dr.YeneT.Belayneh:ybelayneh@ ofda.net

FAX:202-347-0315 (USA).A copytoDrs.

JoeVorgetts,jvorgetts@ usaid.govandHarry 


Battenberg,hbattenberg@ afr-sd.orgis 

appreciated.


Form oreinform ation on theweather 

conditions,you m ayvisitthefollowingweb

sites:


http://www.fao.org/W AICENT/faoinfo/econo

mic/giews/economic/engslish/esahel/sehtoc.ht
m


http://www.fews.net


Form oreinform ation on ETOP activities,

you m ayvisit:


http://www.fao.org/news/global/locusts/locuho

m.htm/

http://www.english/newsroom/news/2002/500

0-en.htm/
http://www.web.agr.ac.uk/directory/NRI/pcs/


http://www-web.gre.ac.uk/directory/NRI/quel/


http://icosam p.ecoport.org/

TO LEARN M ORE  ABOUT AELGA’S 

ACTIVITIES,VISIT US AT OUR W EB 


SITE: W W W .AELGA.NET


UPCO M ING EVENT


InterregionalTrainerTrainingCourseon 

AlternativeApplicationStrategiesandTactics

(AAST)foracrididcontrol,in2003.Those

interested can contactDr.Yeneneh T.

Belayneh,viae-m ail:ybelayneh@ ofda.net

sd.org orphone:202-661-9374and 

fax:202-347-0315(USA)
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